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JULY 2011 

My partner is a well-balanced player. He makes up for his inadequacy in the bidding with his ineptitude in the play. 

GENERAL NEWS

Club Refurbishment:  A Special General Meeting was held on 11 July at which concepts for the proposed refurbishments of the club were presented to members.  The proposals to refurbish include replacing the carpet, painting and redecorating the whole interior, and replacing the chairs.  The indicative overall cost is $50,000.  Of this a target of $30,000 has been set to be met from fund-raising efforts by the Club, with the remainder to be hopefully met from grants.  The priority will be the replacement of the carpet and repainting; the replacement of the chairs may be left for a later time.  The following is a message from the Club President:
Dear Members,

The Committee is pleased that a clear indication of support for the proposed refurbishment of the Club, both in concept and design, and in the proposed methods of raising the money, was reached at the recent Special General Meeting.  It is appreciated that the timing of the meeting did not suit everybody, but the other alternative likewise would not have suited many other people.

The Committee indicated at the meeting that the refurbishment would not affect the subscriptions or table money for 2012, nor would the Committee borrow to cover the costs.  The costs will be met by possible grants from gaming trusts, a monster raffle, five year member subscription packages, chair sponsorship, quiz nights, in-house tournaments and any other methods anyone can suggest,

The raising of the money will be a challenge – but not as big a challenge as that faced by our early members when they established the present clubrooms.  It is interesting that the clubrooms then valued at $300,000 have recently been revalued at $720,000.  We have a major asset to look after and we need to maintain it at a high standard.

Details of the various fund raising activities will be advised to you as they are finalized, and we would seek your support for these together with anything else you could do to help the club complete this major project.

Tony Staniford

President.

Membership Drive:   A total of 7,000 flyers have now been distributed to households throughout Paraparaumu, Raumati and Paekakariki, with a small number also delivered in Pukerua Bay.  That was a tremendous effort by the more than 50 volunteers who trudged around their chosen areas in all weathers.  A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL INVOLVED IS WELL DESERVED!  Feedback indicates that several contacts have been made which hopefully will result in new members.
The playing demonstrations have also been held at the Library and in Coastlands, and these were also a great success, with approximately 10 new members signed up and another 10 indicating their intention to join.  Again, MANY MANY THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED, AND ESPECIALLY TO MARION SILLICK WHO ORGANISED THESE EVENTS!
Beginners’ Lessons:  The next round of beginners lessons begin on 25 July, so hopefully we can look forward to new faces joining us in the near future.  Don’t forget, from the last lessons we have a great intake  who need to be given guidance and help as they learn the ropes – don’t double them too much!
Club Library:  The books held in the Club library are currently being sorted and catalogued.  If you have any books from the library please return them as soon as possible to ensure they are not missed.

EVENTS NEWS

Junior Tournament:  The latest Junior Tournament was held on 17 July, and we were pleased to put up 10 tables for the event which went very well.  Congratulations to Helen Horsfall and Lottie Anderson from our Club who came first – well done!  Many thanks to Betty Hollands, Pat Whittle, and the many helpers for managing the catering and helping on the day to make it a success, and to our scorer Helen Edwards, and director Tony Staniford.
In-House Tournament:  We have another of our popular in-house tournaments coming up on the 14th of August.  There is going to be a charge of $5.00 which is to go into the renovations fund-raising kitty.   The more entries the better to ensure a fun day, so put your names up on the entry sheet on the noticeboard.

There are lots of events coming up over the winter months.  Here are some of the ones scheduled during July and August.  Put your names in and enjoy good bridge in different surroundings.
· 31 July


Kapi Mana Open

· 31 July


Kairangi Junior

· 7 August

Hutt Multigrade

· 14 August

Paraparaumu In-House

· 21 August 

Wellington Intermediate

· 28 August

Karori Open Pairs &

Waikanae Intermediate/Junior

COMMITTEE NEWS
1. Committee Minutes:  You are all interested to know what the Committee has been up to – read all about their activities in the minutes of the meetings which are posted on the noticeboard in the supper room after each meeting.

2. Club Renovation:  In addition to the earlier report on the proposed renovations and the Special General Meeting, the Committee discussed the various fund-raising efforts, noting that the monster raffle was the top priority.  Investigations are underway to establish how it is to be run, but in the meantime, everyone is reminded that full membership participation will be required to make sure we sell as many tickets as possible to make sure it is a success.  

There has already been good interest in the proposed five year membership.  If you would like more information, please contact Marion Sillick on 905 9071

There is going to be a “Wine & Chocolate” fun tournament to be held on Saturday 17 September, with an entry fee of $10, bring a plate.  Many thanks to Bev Ferrier who suggested the format, and who will organize the event.

More information on these and other proposed events will be forthcoming as plans develop.
PLAY & ETIQUETTE TIPS

I thought as a bit of light relief we would start a series on bridge jargon, starting with terms from A to D (more to come):

	Acol  (1)
	A system which Dutch players claim to play, it's a strong No Trump and a 4-card major is hardly ever opened. 

	Acol  (2)
	A street in north London where a group of players came up with the notion of a pre-emptive 1NT with a flat hand. 

	Acol  (3)
	A system in which the integral ingredient is the concept of opening 1♥/♠ with maybe 4 cards so that partner has no idea whether or not to support with 3 cards.

	Bath Coup 
	Getting to use the tub before your (live-in) partner. 

	Blackwood  (1) 
	A convention designed to tell partner that you have a vague suspicion there could be a slam in the offing but aren't quite sure how to investigate it

	Blackwood  (2) 
	Variations include Roman Key Card Blackwood which is the same but carries the additional inference to the opposition that you know what you are doing and are not to be trifled with, and Byzantine Blackwood which is designed to tell the opposition that you are a real expert and they double you at their peril



	Claim
	Where declarer lays his hand down because it looks like he should be able to make the rest but can't be bothered to work out the entries. 

	Cold/Solid 
	A contract which should have made, but didn't. 

	Competitive Bid 
	Any excessive or unsound bid in an auction where both partnerships are bidding. 

	Declarer 
	In actual play, that member of a partnership who was most persistent in rebidding his suit. In books, a synonym for South. 

	DONT (1) 
	My wife's favourite word. 

	DONT (2) 
	A convention used when you do not wish to collect the penalty for opponents going down in 1NT doubled.  (See the May Newsletter for a definition of DONT)

	Doubleton 
	4,000 pounds. 

	Dummy 
	Your partner.

	Double Dummy   (1) 
	A 4,000 pound partner? 

	Double Dummy   (2) 
	A pair of ‘experts' 
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